
 

OCTOBER 22, 2020, Urgent needs for essential goods for Quang Binh province flood victims.  
 
In the evening of October 20, in the middle of the night, the floodwater suddenly rose. It rose faster 
and faster during the night. Many people had to remove tiles to access and sit the rooftop of their 
houses, calling for help. 
 
For several days, the Eye of Compassion volunteers asked healthy people in the village distribute 
instant noodles and clean water to ease people hunger.   
 
Rice could not be cooked due to power outage and firewood was no longer available. 
 
 At night, volunteers skipped their instant noodle meal. Text messages and cell phones rang 
continuously. Cries for help came from everywhere, desperately begging for boats dispatched to their 
houses. 
 
 It was great danger to rescue people at night, facing strong fast flowing flood water. However, the 
volunteers, with empty stomachs, left behind their young children to take the lifeboats out and ran all 
night against flood water, trying to reach as many houses as they can. 
 
Many of flood victims were safely rescued and brought to village schools, guest houses, offices, all 
used as temporary shelters.    
The rescue team spent three tireless days before all the villagers in isolated areas reached the safe 
shelters. 
 
Those who were rescued on the 2nd and 3rd day were unbelievably distressed.  The fact that they 
narrowly escaped death, not knowing whereabouts their loved ones made them soullessly haggard, 
utterly lost in despair and grief.  
Some women could hardly walk, keep uttering: „Where is my child, my dear child?”. 
 
Young volunteers taking part in the rescue did their best to bring people to a safe place. At that time, 
they just had only in their minds how to help all people escape death.   
Now when they reached the shelters, they faced another sinister reality: lack of mats, blankets, 
drinking water, food, clothes ... and the grim view of victims' loss of their vital properties due to flood. 
Villagers had to let go all their valuable belongings to run for their lives.  
 
So the volunteers ran to the stores buying essential products on credit. They could not buy enough 
for everybody. However, they wanted to make sure essential goods were fairly distributed.  
 
Our volunteers reported: “Dear big sister, the most pitiful of all is women. They lost so 
much, everything are lacking. They asked so many things, so exhaustingly… but out of love, I kept 
running to purchase whatever I can to fulfill their urgent needs”. 
 
Few words to summarize the dramatic unfortunate event: 
 
“While healthy and strong persons went out on rescue mission, at home the elderly gathered to cook 
rice.  I was so surprised, 300 bread loaves of bread were not enough at all.  
The rice our aunts cooked was so delicious and precious as gold. Rice equally distributed to different 
gathering locations made everybody so happy.  
 



“Dear big sister, when the people are in trouble, I can see the depth of their hearts, so loving, so 
compassionate. Next time, when you have a chance to visit me, I will gladly invite the whole village to 
come greeting you” 
 


